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    On the evening of Novem-

ber 17th, five music sensa-

tions joined forces  to put on 
an incredible opera 

benefit concert at St. 

Augustine Episcopal 

Church in Santa Mon-

ica to  raise funds and 

awareness for The 

Achievable Clinic.  The 

audience of Achieva-
ble supporters and 

opera fans were treat-

ed to stunning perfor-

mances of  arias and duets 

from Puccini, Mozart, Handel, 

Massenet, Wagner and Verdi. 

    Soprano Shayne 

Dalva shined as the 

featured female vo-

calist  and as the 

eventõs main inspira-
tion and organizer.  

Dalva and her hus-

band are parents of 

two, including an  

(continued on pg. 2) 

    We are proud and pleased to intro-

duce Achievableõs newly-formed Clinic 

Advisory Council, composed of ten highly 
qualified and passionate volunteers with 

special expertise related to providing 

healthcare to individuals with develop-

mental disabilities. The Advisory Council 

members have a wide range of profes-

sional and community affiliations and will 

be instrumental in assisting Achievableõs 

Board of Directors and staff navigate the 
complexities of operating a community 

health clinic for our unique population. 

Vascular Medicine, David Geffen School 

of Medicine, UCLA; Greg Facktor, Manag-

ing Partner, GFI Health Consulting; Mary 
Giammona, MD, MPH, Chief, Managed 

Care Network/ Medical Administration, 

Los Angeles County; Kent Graham, 

Achievable Board of Directors & Retired 

Partner, O'Melveny & Myers LLP; Anahita 

Naficy Lovelace, PhD, Psychotherapist; 

Rene Rivas, Westside Regional Center, 

Board of Directors; Pamela Wiley, PhD, 
President & Founder, Los Angeles Speech 

and Language Therapy Center. 

The Council convened for the first time in 

October and will meet quarterly going for-

ward. We thank all of our new Advisory 
Council members for their commitment to 

supporting The Achievable Clinic.        Clin-

ic  Advisory Counci l  Members: 

Edward A. Bloch, MD, Medical Director of 

Childrenõs Medical Services, Los Angeles 

County; Keri Castaneda, Chief Programs 

Officer, Ability First; Ben Davidson, Owner 

Premier Healthcare Services; Linda Deem-
er, MD, PhD, Professor of Medicine and 

Physiology, Vice Chair of Cardiovascular & 

Left to right: Gary Gray, Dennis Parnell, Shayne Dalva, Vladimir 

Chernov & Joshua Guerrero performed at Nov. 17th benefit. 

Clinic Inspires Opera Benefit  

Shayne Dalva 

New Clinic Advisory Council Boasts Impressive Roster  

Clinic Construction Underway!  

The Achievable Clinic 

space is located in 

Culver City in the same 

building as Westside    
Regional Cen te r.     

Recent clinic construc-

tion tasks (pictured 

here) have included 

improving the building 

entryway to make it 

more easily accessible 

to individuals with mo-
bility challenges and extensive interior remodeling to create a 

state-of-the-art clinic that meets the needs of our community. 
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Message from the President  

 

òIf you build it,  

they will comeéó 

 

~ Field of Dreams 

During this season of 

gratitude and sharing, 

we at Achievable have 
found much to be thankful for. About a 

year and a half ago, I first wrote in these 

pages about our major initiative to pro-

vide access to health care by creating a 

community health clinic exclusively for 

children and adults with developmental            

disabilities and their families.   

    If youõre reading this, itõs most likely 
because youõve been a supporter of this 

work in the past. We also trust it means 

you are interested in what weõre doing 

now and what we will be doing going for-

ward to support this under-served popu-

for our local clinic initiative. The Material 

Wor ld  Chari tab le  Foundat ion ,  

based in London and founded by George 
Harrison in 1973, has as part of its stat-

ed purpose òto help those with special 

needs,ó and, thanks to the generous 

assistance of Olivia Harrison, provided a 

$100,000 grant for our clinic project. 

    Through the efforts of all of our sup-

porters, we have become a known quan-

tity in the philanthropic community. As 
you will see in other sections of this 

newsletter, the generosity of individuals 

and organizations has enabled us to 

commence construction of our clinic 

space and hire our first two clinic em-

ployees including our clinic operations 

manager. We expect to have the clinic 

licensed by the State of California and 
ready for patient visits by the Spring of 

2013. Itõs an exciting time in our history, 

and we thank you all for continuing to 

help us transform vision into reality.   

                                     ~Ted Tannenbaum 

lation. It also says you have a stake in our 

shared success.  For that we say Thank  

You from the bottom of our hearts! 
    I am delighted to report that we are 

getting ever closer to reaching a major 

milestone in the history of our organiza-

tion and it is in no small part due to the 

efforts of a large group of like-minded 

individuals. During the past year, with the 

help of our board, staff, grantors, funders 

and community volunteers we have be-
gun to crystallize the vision of what a 

òpatient-centeredó clinic model can pro-

vide for our community. As we have 

gained that clarity, we have reached out 

to more and more foundations and or-

ganizations that are attracted to our    

mission and are willing to support it. 

    In this past year, we have received 
grants from private foundations, individu-

als and corporate donors totaling over 

$700,000, including several substantial 

grants from various L.A. based founda-

tions and, for the first time, a global grant 

Ted Tannenbaum  

Clinic Inspires Opera Benefit (from page 1)  

eleven year-old son, Merrick, who lives 

with autism. The family resides in Los 

Angeles where Dalva trains and sings 
opera. When Dalva learned, earlier this 

year, about Achievableõs efforts to open 

a community health clinic for Los Ange-

les-area children and adults with devel-

opmental disabilities, she enthusiastical-

ly offered to lend her talent and rally fel-

low performers to support the project. 

    Along with Dalva, special guest artists 
Vladimir Chernov (Metropolitan Opera, 

Prof. of Voice, UCLA), Gary Gray 

(Collaborative Pianist, Santa Monica Col-

Achievable Clinic because of the lack of 

appropriate healthcare services available 

to adults who, like him, live with a devel-
opmental disability. And, Felicia Ford and 

Laura Luna spoke with warmth and can-

dor, in English and Spanish, respectively, 

about the difficulties of meeting the com-

plex healthcare needs of their children,  

a daughter living with cerebral palsy  and 

a son living with severe autism.  

    David Whatley, a classically trained 
singer, masterõs degree candidate and 

Dalvaõs close friend since the two per-

formed opera together six years ago, 

bigheartedly volunteered his time and 

expertise as event coordinator and mas-

ter of ceremonies for the evening. 

    Thanks to the generosity of the eventõs 

two main sponsors, Los Angeles Speech 
and Language Therapy Center and Man-

ufacturers Bank, all additional proceeds 

from event sponsorships, ticket sales 

and donations will go toward The Achiev-

able Clinic, which is currently under con-

struction and expected to be open for 

patient visits in Spring 2013. 

lege),  Joshua Guerrero (LA Opera Young 

Artist Program) and Dennis Parnell (Prof. 

of Voice, Santa Monica College) graced 
the concert stage and delighted the audi-

ence with their operatic forte.   

    The concert program interspersed 

musical performances with inspiring 

speakers who offered personal accounts 

of challenges they face as individuals or 

parents of children with developmental 

disabilities. Dalvaõs son, Merrick, opened 
the program with moving words on his 

experience living with autism. Alan Davis 

eloquently conveyed the need for The 

Left: Dalva with daughter Sophia and son Merrick. Center: Achievableõs Nubia Macias trans-

lates for parent speaker Laura Luna. Right: Parent speaker Felicia Ford with daughter Faith.  

Do you have an idea or contribution for 
our next CLINIC BENEFIT EVENT? Please 

contact us at (310) 258-4256 or 
info@achievable.org.  

We would love to partner with you! 


